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of board members in the case 
of a lawsuit is the key issue.  
As Ron Says, “I have decided 
that in the absence of liability 
insurance protection, I am not 
willing to continue to serve as 
a member of the Board of Di-
rectors .” 

  The board is divided over 

the question.  While the 
legal language that de-
scribes a 501 (c)4 non-
profit is established  and 
apparently protects the 
board members of the non-
profit, not all of the board 
members felt that the pro-
tection was comprehensive 
enough for their comfort.    

   I n an unexpected set of 
email letters to Commodore 
Paul Hirst, three members of 
the Board of Directors for Na 
Hoa Holomoku, Ron Reilley, 
Janine Cohen and Lynn Nak-
kim, sent in their resignations.               

Why?  The issue of liability 

	(����	#���'	1� 	$��������		���9���	7�����	

    On August 4, tropical de-
pression Felicia rapidly inten-
sified into a Category 4 hurri-
cane with winds of 145 mph, 
heading for a direct hit on the 
Big Island. We have several 
days to prepare. What do we 
do? 

     Actually, I can really only 
comment on what I did: Noth-
ing. Why? Because I have the 
rather comforting viewpoint 
that for some various reasons 
no hurricanes will hit the Big 
Island from the east. I must 
confess that when I state this I 
realize I have no solid reason 
for this belief except that I 
feel less stress believing  this 
to be true. 

     I f my position seems na-
ïve, well it is. But I am not 
totally blind as I am in the 
network of experienced sail-
ors  that comprise our sailing  

community; that is one of 
the major advantages that 
comes from being a member 
in our club. 

    As Felicia approaches 
the Big Island she is down-
graded to a tropical depres-
sion, and when she passes 
north of the Big Island she 
gives us a blustery day. But  

in response to my igno-
rance, I carefully read  the 
Hawai’I Boater’s Hurri-
cane Safety Manual avail-
able from our local DLNR 
office. I wish that I had 
read the manual sooner! 
Now I wonder, does Na 
Hoa Holomoku have a plan 
for our flotilla in case of a 
hurricane hitting Hilo? 
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Photo: Jorge on the tiller  
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�� any water that forces 
its way in.  And have enough earplugs 
and valium. 
I have heard some people say that sailors 
are a superstitious bunch.  I guess this 
may be a need that we have to explain 
things that we certainly are unable to 
find a reason for occurring.  Fisherman 
and some sailors will not allow bananas 
aboard their boats as they are known to 
scare fish away or generally bring bad 
luck.  There is no scientific basis for this 
skepticism of bananas, and I plead with 
you not to adhere to these superstitions .  
I myself will bring bananas aboard 
Faiaoahe and eat them every morning 
with cereal; as long as I am in port.  But 
you get me out past the 3 mile line and 
they will slowly make their way over-
board. 
 The same with the weather.  When you 
know that there is possibly going to be 
unkind weather around, you just don’t 
hear anyone discussing this as it tends to 
be bad juju that could bring that unpleas-
antness right down on top of your head. 
 Now what I am about to tell you is the 
honest truth and it is not something I 
would kid around about since it was sur-
real and terrifying. 

 On March 24 we were cruising along 
kind of slowly around 4.5 kts and we 
had a magnificent red sky  at morning 
on this day and that was taken note of, 
but was not particularly worrisome.  
Around 11 am the clouds started filling 
in and it got a little chillier than usual.   
Eventually the wind got gusty and the 
horizon blackened and we prepared 
ourselves for some line squalls by just 
sailing the mainsail double-reefed as it 
can be quickly backed to the wind and a 
ketch will hove-to in this manner
(thanks John Luchau).  The squalls 
started to hit and they were gusting to 
45 kts with sideways rain, they were 
violent, but short.  Now after 2 or 3 of 
these squalls the sun poked out for min-
ute and quickly disappeared even 
though the sky was getting lighter.   It 
seemed that we might be done with the 
weather for the day and get back to sail-
ing and my son who was on his first 
ocean voyage mentioned aloud to Les-
lie and me that, “well, it looks like we 
have taken about everything the Pacific 
can throw at us.”  At this point I told 
him, “I don’t think we ever want to say 
that when we are still out to  sea.” 
  After all getting soaked in the squalls, 
we just sat in the cockpit for awhile and 
looked at the chop since the weather 
seemed to suck all the wind away from 
us. About this time,  I look at Leslie 
and have never seen a more wide-eyed 
look on her face.  As I turned around to 
see, Leslie is yelling “Pull the sail 
down!” 
 By the time I had my harness attached 
to the lifeline and was moving forward 
to the mast, I saw what had made Leslie 
react the way she did and it was an 
amazing display of nature that will al-
ways stick in my mind.  A complete 
wall of white was bearing down on us 
at an incredible speed.  It seemed that it 
was every type of water on earth, just 
whipped into a white froth and coming 
down on you like an avalanche.  It was 
clouds, fog, rain, spindrift and chop all 
tossed into a 70 kt wind and massive 
swells.  It hit so fast that by the time I 
was able to reach the main halyard and 
release it, it was so filled with wind that 
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I could not even begin to pull it down.   
It was not till the starboard side cabin-
top was pushed under the waves did 
the sail spill enough wind for me to 
pull the slugs down one by one and 
hold on with my arm to the boom vang 
for me.  I was more afraid for Leslie 
than anything as she was right out in 
this stuff trying to pull in the leech of 
the sail so we could secure it, which in 
this wind was cracking like a whip and 
popping holes in itself and ripping bat-
ten pockets loose.  If that sail would 
snap you know it would cut to the 
bone, but she finally managed to 
gather enough sail in for me to start 
gathering the luff end and stop the 
whipping  effect.  There was so much 
water in the air that it was difficult to 
breathe and our foulies soaked through 
in 15 seconds.  We finally had the 
mainsail under control and were both 
faithfully hanging on for dear life and 
catching our breath when I asked Les-
lie to hand me the sail ties to which 
she replied that she thought I had 
them.  After being nearly drowned like 
rats we both looked at each other and 
started laughing.  It was one of the 
best laughs I ever had in my life.  
 Anyway, I was hypothermic and un-
prepared and my sea anchor was in the 
bottom of the lazarette so we threw 
some warps over instead and went be-
low and got warm and tried to rest 
while the sea pounded away.  
So I always try to watch what I say 
when I am at sea so as not to offend or 
challenge the weather but I am not su-
perstitious. True Story! 
I know that I have bored you all 
enough now with this story but I 
would like to mention that I have no-
ticed that extended sea voyages can 
have a profound effect on a person’s  
world view and I think that if you are 
interested that you should choose 
every opportunity to experience it.  Na 
Hoa Holomoku is a great way to begin 
that experience.  If you don’t believe 
me ask my wife.  If you can catch her 
on land. 

Aloha, Scott and Leslie  
              S/V Faiaoahe                                
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